
Total employment in RI averaged 499,281 in 2025, an 
increase of 4,108 (0.8%) from the 2024 average of 495,173.
Private employment rose to 437,968 from 433,419, a 1.0% 
increase.

The sectors that saw the highest growth in employment 
were Transportation & Warehousing with 33.2 percent, 
Utilities with 4.3 percent and Arts Entertainment & 
Recreation with 3.8 percent.

Total wages paid by employers increased by 5.1 percent, 
resulting in a 4.2 percent increase in the average annual 
wage to $71,146. Annual private wages paid by employers 
increased by 4.3 percent, bringing the average annual wage 
to $69,365.

Annual average wages increased by 8.5 percent in 
Professional & Technical Services, 7.3 percent in Agriculture 
and 6.8 percent in Finance & Insurance. Wages fell 0.7 
percent in Arts, Entertainment & Recreation.

2025 RHODE ISLAND 
EMPLOYMENT & WAGE REPORT

2025 Rhode Island Private Employment
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 Total Private & Government 499,281 $35,522,051,202 $71,146 4,108 $2,862

 Total Private Only 437,968 $30,379,719,455 $69,365 4,549 $2,867

A look at Rhode Island’s Employment & Wages.
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 Total Private & Government 499,281 $35,522,051,202 $71,146 4,108 0.8% $2,862 4.2%

 Total Private Only 437,968 $30,379,719,455 $69,365 4,549 1.0% $2,867 4.3%

 Health Care & Social 
Assistance 

86,123 $5,582,531,851 $64,818 1,655 2.0% $2,235 3.6%

 Accommodation & Food 
Services 

52,345 $1,628,546,485 $31,111 412 0.8% $977 3.2%

 Retail Trade 46,477 $1,948,319,208 $41,923 -970 -2.0% $338 0.8%

 Manufacturing 39,247 $2,960,268,398 $75,398 -646 -1.6% $3,488 4.9%

 Professional & Technical 
Services 

31,171 $3,548,432,727 $113,830 184 0.6% $8,959 8.5%

 Administrative & Waste 
Services 

27,650 $1,595,884,722 $57,709 -824 -2.9% $2,844 5.2%

 Finance & Insurance 25,321 $3,085,065,958 $121,838 212 0.8% $7,725 6.8%

 Educational Services 23,480 $1,577,315,442 $67,171 616 2.7% $1,193 1.8%

 Construction 22,577 $1,922,916,560 $85,168 370 1.7% $3,650 4.5%

 Other services 18,006 $896,201,309 $49,767 -204 -1.1% $2,804 6.0%

 Wholesale Trade 16,382 $1,663,906,603 $101,563 34 0.2% $3,079 3.1%

 Transportation & 
Warehousing 

15,074 $844,355,315 $56,007 3,754 33.2% $1,558 2.9%

 Management of Companies 

& Enterprises 
9,785 $1,351,020,103 $138,071 -498 -4.8% $4,919 3.7%

 Arts, Entertainment, & 
Recreation 

8,958 $353,571,291 $39,457 326 3.8% -$286 -0.7%

 Real Estate & Rental &   

Leasing 
6,565 $455,040,066 $69,313 -15 -0.2% $3,086 4.7%

 Information 5,664 $660,146,628 $116,551 21 0.4% $6,235 5.7%

 Utilities 1,782 $233,415,994 $130,839 74 4.3% $5,377 4.3%

 Agriculture, Forestry, 
Fishing & Hunting 

1,146 $52,379,008 $45,666 9 0.8% $3,091 7.3%

 Mining 154 $12,793,349 $82,538 5 3.4% $2,453 3.1%

Employment changes may be influenced by noneconomic code changes 
resulting from NAICS revisions and/or changes in employers reporting 
methods. Quarterly bonuses and exercised stock options are included in 
calculations.

Questions or Feedback: dlt.202programs@dlt.ri.gov

Source: Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages, developed through a 
cooperative program between the State of Rhode Island and the US Bureau of Labor 
Statistics, www.bls.gov
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https://dlt.ri.gov/labor-market-information



MUNICIPALITY ESTABLISHMENTS AVERAGE EMPLOYMENT TOTAL WAGES AVERAGE ANNUAL WAGE

Rhode Island Private Sector 48,465  437,968  $30,379,719,455  $69,365 

Barrington 939  3,131  $229,423,697  $73,275 

Bristol 862  6,369  $410,857,573  $64,509 

Burrillville 440  3,051  $172,934,331  $56,681 

Central Falls 399  2,848  $146,715,676  $51,515 

Charlestown 325  1,523  $98,312,661  $64,552 

Coventry 976  6,724  $371,554,825  $55,258 

Cranston 3,294  29,441  $1,703,594,135  $57,865 

Cumberland 1,334  9,832  $731,501,867  $74,400 

East Greenwich 1,212  8,369  $490,647,112  $58,627 

East Providence 1,943  20,988  $1,350,128,560  $64,329 

Exeter 242 1,480  $83,419,072  $56,364 

Foster 137 389  $19,997,342  $51,407 

Gloucester 257 1,295  $64,327,977  $49,674 

Hopkinton 244 1,258  $75,587,062  $60,085 

Jamestown 283 1,071  $79,327,704  $74,069 

Johnston 1,353 19,945  $1,457,637,404  $73,083 

Lincoln 991 13,952  $939,033,391  $67,305 

Little Compton 183 655  $38,141,865  $58,232 

Middletown 918 11,048  $758,328,898  $68,639 

Narragansett 597 4,215  $205,809,441  $48,828 

New Shoreham 212 881  $48,396,995  $54,934 

Newport 1,708 13,701  $808,992,993  $59,046 

North Kingstown 1,506 21,182  $1,534,366,022  $72,437 

North Providence 982 6,535  $338,429,246  $51,787 

North Smithfield 523 4,580  $238,436,993  $52,060 

Pawtucket 2,035 17,609  $1,105,588,910  $62,785 

Portsmouth 772 5,203  $402,537,556  $77,366 

Providence 8,230 97,664  $7,586,616,134  $77,681 

Richmond 192 1,465  $69,584,268  $47,498 

Scituate 372 1,299  $66,879,478  $51,485 

Smithfield 1,055 15,259  $1,142,061,778  $74,845 

South Kingstown 1,352 10,207  $626,708,019  $61,400 

Tiverton 555 3,254  $185,641,572  $57,050 

Warren 551 3,639  $207,690,532  $57,074 

Warwick 3,805 44,376  $2,834,116,320  $63,866 

West Greenwich 268 3,133  $308,638,064  $98,512 

West Warwick 725 6,958  $468,491,045  $67,331 

Westerly 1,131 9,140  $515,798,498  $56,433 

Woonsocket 1,048 10,707  $824,241,367  $76,982 
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QCEW is the Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages. The QCEW program data is developed through a cooperative agreement between the Rhode Island Department of Labor & Training and the 
US Bureau of Labor Statistics. The program derives its data from quarterly tax reports submitted by employers subject to Rhode Island’s Unemployment Insurance law. Employment covered by these UI 
programs represents about 97% of all wage and salary civilian employment in the country. 


