
NON-PROFIT EMPLOYMENT 
IN RHODE ISLAND

The 1,355 non-profit employers registered in Rhode Island paid over $4.3 billion in wages to their 69,683 workers 
accounting for 16.6 percent of the state’s private sector employment and 16.3 percent of the total private sec-
tor wages paid in 2022. Wages in the non-profit sector average $62,189 approximately 1.5 percent less than the 
for-profit average wage of $63,136.

WAGES & EMPLOYMENT 

Non-Profit Wages Non-Profit Employment

• In 2022, 85% of the state’s non-profit employment was found in the  Private Education and Healthcare & Social 
Assistance sectors dominating the total private sector employment in both sectors. 

• Non-profit wages in the Health Care & Social Assistance sector averaged $63,679 compared to the $51,938 average paid 
to the sector’s for-profit workers.

• Non-profit wages in the Private Education sector averaged $66,489; 39 percent more than the sector’s for-profit 
average of $47,766.

• Religious, Grantmaking, Civic and Social Organizations non-profit industry averaged $39,542; 11 percent less than the 
average of the for-profit workers employed in these industries.

Sector Number of Employers Average Employment Total Wages
Health Care & Social Assistance  329  41,625 $2,650,618,273
Educational Services  256 17,599 $1,170,143,338
All Other Sectors Combined  469 4,971 $196,563,914
Management of Companies & Enterprises  6 1,116 $104,632,626
Arts, Entertainment & Recreation  98 1,798 $64,093,368



• Between 2017 and 2019, both private sector and non-profit employment experienced employment growth with the two-
year non-profit employment growth rate of 2.3 percent outpacing the private sector growth rate of 1.5 percent.

• Both private sector employment as well as non-profit employment were hit hard by The Covid Crisis in 2020 with non-
profit employment fairing a little better than the total private sector. Non-profit employers reported a loss of 6.2 percent 
of its jobs in 2020, compared to the private sector loss of 9.2 percent.

• Since 2020, the state has recouped an average of 35,795 total private sector jobs, 91.2 percent of the total loss during the 
Covid-Crisis. Non-profit jobs are up 3,328 since 2020 accounting for 76.5 percent of the jobs lost during the crisis.
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NON-PROFIT & TOTAL PRIVATE SECTOR EMPLOYMENT
2022 2021 2020 2019 2018

Total Private Sector Employment 420,915 404,374 385,120 424,358 417,962 

Non-Profit Employment  69,683  66,914  66,355  70,704  69,291 

Non-Profit Employment as a % of Total 16.6% 16.5% 17.2% 16.7% 16.4%

Employment by Sector
Health Care & Social Assistance  41,625  40,306  39,727  41,240  40,394 

Educational Services  17,599  17,020  17,359  18,233  18,010 

Arts, Entertainment, & recreaction  1,798  1,448  1,320  1,983  1,902 

Management of Companies & Enterprises  1,116  1,110  1,106  1,152  1,064 

Non-Profit Employers For-Profit Employers Total Employers

Health Care & Social Assistance 329 4,548 4,877

Educational Services 256 679 935

Arts, Entertainment, & recreaction 98 648 746

Management of Companies & Enterprises 6 301 307

Employers by Sector 2022

NON-PROFIT DATA BY LOCATION

NON-PROFIT EMPLOYERS BY CITY NON-PROFIT GROSSING REVENUE BY CITY
Over twenty-three percent of statewide non-profits are
located in Providence.

Source: IRS RI Exempt Organizations Business Master File Extract Dec 23


