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QCEW is the Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages. 
The QCEW program data is developed through a cooperative 
agreement between the Rhode Island Department of Labor & 
Training and the US Bureau of Labor Statistics. The program 
derives its data from quarterly tax reports submitted by 
employers subject to Rhode Island’s Unemployment Insurance 
law. Employment covered by these UI programs represents 
about 97% of all wage and salary civilian employment in the 
country. 

In 2019, employment in Rhode Island averaged 485,504 with 
an average annual wage of $54,926.
Between 2018 and 2019 Rhode Island added 2,881 private 
sector jobs, a 0.7 percent increase. The 2019 average annual 
private sector wage was $52,927, an increase of $1,181 from 
2018.  
The Health Care & Social Assistance sector employed just 
over 19% of the entire private sector workforce. 

2019 RHODE ISLAND 
EMPLOYMENT & WAGE REPORT

2019 Rhode Island Private Employment



NAICS SECTOR

AVERAGE 
EMPLOYMENT 

2019

TOTAL WAGES  
2019

AVERAGE 
ANNUAL WAGE 

2019

CHANGE IN 
EMPLOYMENT 

FROM 2018

CHANGE IN 
ANNUAL WAGE 

FROM 2018

 Total Private & Government   485,504   $26,666,643,871   $54,926   3,821   $1,200 

 Total Private Only   424,358   $22,460,136,605   $52,927   2,881   $1,181 

 Health Care & Social Assistance   81,431   $4,028,699,449   $49,474   1,391   $1,877 

 Accommodation & Food Services   52,093   $1,184,661,416   $22,741   2,449   $1,485 

 Retail Trade   48,014   $1,596,586,802   $33,253   (645)   $1,107 

 Manufacturing   39,740   $2,395,924,185   $60,290   (593)   $1,816 

 Administrative Support & Waste Mgmt.   29,325   $1,148,876,695   $39,177   (266)   $1,537 

 Finance & Insurance   25,796   $2,625,560,943   $101,782   (133)   $3,814 

 Professional & Technical Services   25,687   $2,095,878,762   $81,593   166   $3,624 

 Educational Services   20,986   $1,137,217,226   $54,189   841   $145 

 Construction   19,981   $1,266,665,030   $63,393   758   $1,809 

 Other services   18,146 $  626,339,309   $34,517   152   $1,206 

 Wholesale Trade   16,590   $1,276,013,223   $76,915   74   $2,394 

 Management of Companies & Enterprises   13,223   $1,426,845,896   $107,906   (101)   $(13,224)

 Transportation & Warehousing   10,876  $ 469,074,792   $43,129   383   $559 

 Arts, Entertainment, & Recreation   7,882   $236,109,310   $29,956   (1,630)  $(1,023)

 Real Estate & Rental & Leasing   6,422   $323,777,742   $50,417   59   $2,764 

 Information   5,877  $ 448,919,980   $76,386   (50)   $2,025 

 Utilities   1,115   $124,453,510   $111,617   (25)   $(2,088)

 Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing & Hunting   933   $33,715,527   $36,137   62   $1,439 

 Mining   188   $10,994,647   $58,482   3   $(1,269)

 Unclassified Establishments   52  $ 3,822,161   $73,503   (15)   $(12,006)

Employment changes may be influenced by industry code 
revisions or modifications to employers reporting methods. One 
large coding revision did occur during the year which saw a large 
employer that was coded in the Arts, Entertainment & Recreation 
sector in 2018 reassigned to the Accommodation & Food Services 
sector. Quarterly bonuses and exercised stock options are 
included in calculations.

Source: Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages, developed through 
a cooperative program between the State of Rhode Island and the US 
Bureau of Labor Statistics, www.bls.gov
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MUNICIPALITY ESTABLISHMENTS AVERAGE EMPLOYMENT TOTAL WAGES AVERAGE ANNUAL WAGE

RI PRIVATE SECTOR   38,123   424,358  $ 22,460,136,605  $ 52,927 

Barrington   536   2,461  $ 108,316,217  $ 44,013 

Bristol   618   5,900  $ 249,132,721  $ 42,226 

Burrillville   305   2,726  $ 120,821,789  $ 44,322 

Central Falls   302   2,383  $ 91,615,380  $ 38,445 

Charlestown   229   1,431  $ 66,033,371  $ 46,145 

Coventry   720   6,699  $ 270,410,195  $ 40,366 

Cranston   2,612   29,505  $ 1,256,229,350  $ 42,577 

Cumberland   933   10,803  $ 587,971,314  $ 54,427 

East Greenwich   817   7,891  $ 370,798,069  $ 46,990 

East Providence   1,495   20,169  $ 957,747,414  $ 47,486 

Exeter   189   1,543  $ 69,778,948  $ 45,223 

Foster   94   336  $ 10,582,795  $ 31,496 

Glocester   199   1,119  $ 38,622,172  $ 34,515 

Hopkinton   196   1,123  $ 50,496,180  $ 44,965 

Jamestown   210   925  $ 41,027,837  $ 44,354 

Johnston   1,117   15,197  $ 875,125,998  $ 57,585 

Lincoln   789   14,462  $ 776,358,363  $ 53,683 

Little Compton   146   639  $ 24,451,633  $ 38,265 

Middletown   712   10,623  $ 543,104,442  $ 51,125 

Narragansett   463   3,924  $ 143,832,734  $ 36,655 

New Shoreham   204   864  $ 34,101,158  $ 39,469 

Newport   1,310   12,648  $ 529,758,145  $ 41,885 

North Kingstown   1,031   16,246  $ 872,482,181  $ 53,704 

North Providence   683   6,115  $ 220,635,372  $ 36,081 

North Smithfield   419   4,716  $ 191,923,316  $ 40,696 

Pawtucket   1,604   19,338  $ 954,154,592  $ 49,341 

Portsmouth   547   5,509  $ 332,843,154  $ 60,418 

Providence   5,972   98,987  $ 5,804,055,271  $ 58,635 

Richmond   156   1,364  $ 48,079,495  $ 35,249 

Scituate   281   1,187  $ 41,541,271  $ 34,997 

Smithfield   884   14,353  $ 1,195,024,490  $ 83,260 

South Kingstown   1,038   10,395  $ 479,511,158  $ 46,129 

Tiverton   392   2,913  $ 109,096,401  $ 37,452 

Warren   395   3,471  $ 137,067,291  $ 39,489 

Warwick   3,169   44,708  $ 2,186,802,603  $ 48,913 

West Greenwich   234   2,905  $ 226,711,712  $ 78,042 

West Warwick   579   6,949  $ 348,173,935  $ 50,104 

Westerly   893   8,792  $ 356,674,774  $ 40,568 

Woonsocket   901   12,425  $ 811,353,779  $ 65,300 

Statewide**   4,763   10,616  $ 927,689,585  $ 87,386 
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