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The Rhode Island economy is represented by a large 
number of companies employing a small number of 
workers. In March 2026 there were 45,218 private 
fi rms employing 425,994 workers.  

  
Rhode Island Private Sector Employment

March 2026

Size 
Class    Employers    Employment 

Number Percent Number Percent

Total  45,218 100%  425,994 100%

Zero  10,701 23.7%  -   0.0%

1- 4  23,415 51.8%  39,995 9.4%

5-9  4,658 10.3%  30,535 7.2%

10-19  3,071 6.8%  41,657 9.8%

20-49  2,125 4.7%  64,019 15.0%

50-99  681 1.5%  47,668 11.2%

100-249  375 0.8%  56,648 13.3%

250-499  115 0.3%  40,434 9.5%

500-999  48 0.1%  33,358 7.8%

1,000+  29 0.1%  71,680 16.8%

 Mid-Sized Employers

Rhode Island’s mid-sized 
companies (20-99 employees) 
had 26.2% of the private sector 
employment and accounted for 
6.2% of fi rms. 

Large Employers 
The largest fi rms in Rhode Island, 
those employing 100 or more, 
numbered 567. This is just 1.3% of 
employers but they employ almost 
half of the private sector workforce 
at 47.4%. 

Rhode Island’s largest fi rms (1,000 or more in 
employment) are found in Health Care and Social 
Assistance (6), Private Education (5), Retail Trade 
(5), Finance and Insurance (4), Transportation and 
Warehousing (2), Management of Companies and 
Enterprises (2), Administrative and Waste Management 
Services (2), Manufacturing (1), Utilities (1) and 
Accommodation and Food Services (1). 

It is important to note that changes in size class data 
are infl uenced by the switching of employers from one 
size class to another as well new fi rms coming into the 
State of Rhode Island.

Size Class Zero represents active employers 
experiencing zero employment in the month of March.
Reasons for zero employment can include seasonal 
business, remodeling, disaster such as fl ood or fi re, 
company vacation, temporary layoff, etc.

 Small Employers

Smaller companies, those employing 
less than 20 people, represented 
92.5% of all private Rhode Island 
employers and employed 26.3% of 
the workforce.
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THE SIZE OF COMPANIES IN RI - 2026
The chart below provides detailed information on the number of employers characterized by the number of employees. 

* Confi dential Data
Data Source: RI Quarterly Census of Employment & Wages March 2026, not all percentages may add due to rounding

A publication of the Labor Market Information Division
RI Department of Labor and Training, 1511 Pontiac Ave., Cranston, RI 02920   https://dlt.ri.gov   TTY via RI Relay 711
Equal Opportunity Employer. Auxiliary aids and services are available upon request to individuals with disabilities.

Size Class 0 Size Class 1 Size Class 2 Size Class 3 Size Class 4 Size Class 5 Size Class 6 Size Class 7 Size Class 8 Size Class 9

# of Employees in Establishment 0 1-4 5-9 10-19 20 - 49 50 - 99 100-249 250-499 500-999 1000+

Total Firms  45,218  10,701  23,415  4,658  3,071  2,125  681  375  115  48  29 

Total Employment  425,994 0  39,995  30,535  41,657  64,019  47,668  56,648  40,434  33,358  71,680 

Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing & Hun  ng Firms  196  51  88  31  17  9 

Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing & Hun  ng Emp  857  -    176  199  224  258 

Mining Firms  15  2  7  1  3  2 

Mining Emp  129  -    17  *  47  * 

U  li  es Firms  74  18  33  8  8  2  4  1 

U  li  es Emp  1,752  -    44  53  117  *  237  * 

Construc  on Firms  4,054  1,099  2,006  466  281  151  35  12  4 

Construc  on Emp  20,786  -    3,893  3,008  3,784  4,616  2,458  1,873  1,154 

Manufacturing Firms  1,301  152  427  210  184  189  71  51  11  5  1 

Manufacturing Emp  39,211  -    902  *  2,554  5,630  5,072  7,932  3,973  3,359  * 

Wholesale Trade Firms  3,465  752  2,064  306  178  118  40  7 

Wholesale Trade Emp  15,155  -    3,228  2,025  2,367  3,610  2,783  1,142 

Retail Trade Firms  2,889  502  1,290  502  289  175  59  44  15  8  5 

Retail Trade Emp  45,586  -    2,724  3,257  3,855  5,445  3,978  6,169  5,249  5,292  9,617 

Transporta  on & Warehousing Firms  870  235  393  89  69  52  19  6  2  3  2 

Transporta  on & Warehousing Emp  13,613  -    681  591  955  1,515  1,348  877  *  2,227  * 

Informa  on Firms  1,538  493  880  91  40  21  5  5  3 

Informa  on Emp  5,169  -    1,288  588  580  631  302  732  1,048 

Finance & Insurance Firms  1,966  458  1,109  171  104  62  26  15  13  4  4 

Finance & Insurance Emp  26,118  -    1,832  1,091  1,394  1,914  1,959  2,318  4,696  2,763  8,151 

Real Estate & Rental & Leasing Firms  1,318  304  743  137  76  38  16  3  1 

Real Estate & Rental & Leasing Emp  6,393  -    1,270  *  1,051  1,151  1,074  401  * 

Professional & Technical Services Firms  9,290  2,822  5,346  575  292  170  61  16  6  2 

Professional & Technical Services Emp  31,197  -    8,128  3,717  3,868  *  4,159  2,490  2,233  * 

Management of Companies Firms  188  41  99  19  8  7  3  5  2  2  2 

Management of Companies Emp  7,781  -    154  123  125  209  190  871  *  *  * 

Administra  ve & Waste Services Firms  3,775  1,395  1,629  306  197  158  47  32  8  1  2 

Administra  ve & Waste Services Emp  27,397  -    2,818  1,997  2,686  4,829  3,256  5,145  2,520  *  * 

Educa  onal Services Firms  1,039  261  497  84  60  74  33  20  2  3  5 

Educa  onal Services Emp  24,274  -    819  *  846  2,321  2,240  3,119  *  2,094  11,556 

Health Care & Social Assistance Firms  5,356  712  3,262  513  332  257  120  107  30  17  6 

Health Care & Social Assistance Emp  87,295  -    5,334  3,387  4,522  7,731  8,652  15,838  10,486  11,742  19,603 

Arts, Entertainment, & Recrea  on Firms  737  153  317  91  89  62  11  12  2 

Arts, Entertainment, & Recrea  on Emp  7,406  -    585  *  1,165  1,862  790  1,807  * 

Accommoda  on & Food Services Firms  2,889  521  633  506  587  486  104  36  13  2  1 

Accommoda  on & Food Services Emp  47,563  -    1,479  3,518  8,149  14,468  7,254  5,345  4,858  *  * 

Other services, (except Public ) Firms  4,019  636  2,448  551  257  92  27  4  4 

Other services, (except Public )    Emp  18,149  -    4,468  3,542  3,368  2,768  1,916  589  1,498 

Unclassifi ed Establishments Firms  239  94  144  1 

Unclassifi ed Establishments Emp  163  -    155  8 


