
Nonprofi t 501(c)3 
 Private Sector Employment

New England Rank
NE US

VT 19.1% 1 2
ME 18.1% 2 3
MA 17.7% 3 5
RI 16.6% 4 6
NH 15.0% 5 9
CT 14.6% 6 13

• Over 1 in 6 workers in RI are employed by a private nonprofi t organization
• RI has the sixth highest percentage of nonprofi t employment in the nation
• Vermont (19.1%) has the highest percentage of nonprofi t employees in New England
• Nevada (2.8%) has the lowest percentage of nonprofi t employees in the nation.

EMPLOYERS IN NON PROFITS 

Nationally,there were nearly 12.5 million jobs in nonprofi t organizations in 2017. That was 10.2 percent of total 
US private sector employment. The District of Columbia had the highest percentage of nonprofi t employment, 
25.6 percent. Vermont, Maine, New York, Massachusetts, and Rhode Island also had high shares of nonprofi t 
employment. Nevada had the lowest share of nonprofi t employment, 2.8 percent. Alabama, Texas and South 
Carolina each had less than 6.0 percent of private employment in nonprofi t organizations in 2017.

RI Employees Percent 16.6%
RI Employees Number 69,148

US Employees Percent 10.2%
US Employees Number 12.5 M

ESTABLISHMENTS IN NON PROFITS 

• In 2017, of the 36,649 total private establishments in RI, 1,805 or 4.9 percent were nonprofi t 
establishments 

• RI has the thirteenth highest percentage of nonprofi t establishment in the nation.
• The District of Columbia (10.4%) has the highest percentage of nonprofi t establishments in the nation.
• Nevada (1.6%) has the lowest percent of nonprofi t establishments of in the nation.

RI Establishment percent 4.9%

RI Establishment  Number 1,805

US Establishment  Percent 3.1%

US Establishment  Number 299,457

New England Rank
NE US

VT 5.6% 1 7
NH 5.2% 2 9
ME 5.0% 3 12
RI 4.9% 4 13
CT 4.9% 5 14
MA 4.3% 6 16



• In RI, 57.9 percent of nonprofi t employment is found in Health Care & Social Assistance, while 
comprising 66.5 percent of national nonprofi t employment. 

• Educational Services (25.0%) is the second highest nonprofi t employment sector in RI and the nation 
(16.0%).

• Other Services (except Public Administration) accounted for 7.5% of Rhode Island nonprofi t 
employment, while representing 6.7% of the national nonprofi t employment.

NONPROFIT EMPLOYMENT BY INDUSTRY SECTOR

WAGES IN NON PROFITS 

RI Wages 
$51,249

U S Wages
$53,667

New England Rank
NE US

MA $65,659 1 2
CT $57,999 2 5
NH $54,318 3 13
RI $51,249 4 22
VT $50,488 5 26
ME $48,545 6 36

• Nationally,those employed in nonprofi t organizations earned an average of $53,667 in 2017.
• RI average earnings in nonprofi ts were $51,249. 
• RI ranked 4th in New England and 22nd in the nation
• The District of Columbia ($74,671) has the highest average wages in the nation.
• Wyoming ($35,350) has the lowest average wages in the nation.
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Source: US Bureau of Labor Statistics’ Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages and Business Employment Dynamics program. For more information about employment 
in nonprofi t organizations, see Research Data on the Nonprofi t Sector. These data focus only on nonprofi t organizations in the 501(c)3 classifi cation.

https://www.bls.gov/bdm/nonprofits/nonprofits.htm


Nonprofi t Private Industry by State
Total Private Employment-2017  

Rank State
Average 
Private 

Employment

Average
Nonprofi t

Employment

Percent
Nonprofi ts

--- US Total 122,386,565 12,488,563 10.2%
1 District of Columbia 524,773 134,500 25.6%
2 Vermont 256,446 48,977 19.1%
3 Maine 513,363 92,740 18.1%
4 New York 7,899,798 1,404,492 17.8%
5 Massachusetts 3,115,338 551,117 17.7%
6 Rhode Island 417,997 69,184 16.6%
7 North Dakota 343,190 54,953 16.0%
8 Pennsylvania 5,124,456 807,075 15.7%
9 New Hampshire 569,014 85,283 15.0%

10 Minnesota 2,473,604 368,278 14.9%
11 Montana 375,506 55,698 14.8%
12 South Dakota 348,925 51,514 14.8%
13 Connecticut 1,442,388 210,283 14.6%
14 West Virginia 547,549 77,685 14.2%
15 Alaska 246,852 34,543 14.0%
16 Maryland 2,167,072 280,159 12.9%
17 Ohio 4,646,773 570,420 12.3%
18 Oregon 1,596,853 195,168 12.2%
19 Delaware 379,223 45,307 11.9%
20 Wisconsin 2,473,083 291,713 11.8%
21 Hawaii 531,863 61,965 11.7%
22 Iowa 1,301,192 147,936 11.4%
23 Illinois 5,153,355 585,086 11.4%
24 Missouri 2,366,305 267,121 11.3%
25 Michigan 3,734,432 402,228 10.8%
26 Nebraska 811,496 86,458 10.7%
27 Indiana 2,627,391 267,615 10.2%
28 Washington 2,735,142 269,361 9.8%
29 Kentucky 1,580,021 154,213 9.8%
30 New Jersey 3,435,139 329,920 9.6%
31 Arkansas 1,004,075 93,679 9.3%
32 Virginia 3,140,917 283,480 9.0%
33 North Carolina 3,633,435 310,381 8.5%
34 Kansas 1,129,926 93,793 8.3%
35 New Mexico 633,035 51,897 8.2%
36 Louisiana 1,598,324 130,468 8.2%
37 Arizona 2,360,211 192,623 8.2%
38 Tennessee 2,519,935 203,379 8.1%
39 California 14,558,652 1,144,666 7.9%
40 Colorado 2,197,742 167,663 7.6%
41 Georgia 3,699,460 277,365 7.5%
42 Florida 7,437,388 535,385 7.2%
43 Idaho 589,307 40,977 7.0%
44 Oklahoma 1,260,205 85,275 6.8%
45 Utah 1,202,475 81,017 6.7%
46 Mississippi 894,142 58,195 6.5%
47 Wyoming 203,816 12,389 6.1%
48 South Carolina 1,688,066 92,850 5.5%
49 Texas 10,151,376 519,465 5.1%
50 Alabama 1,574,772 80,326 5.1%
51 Nevada 1,170,769 32,300 2.8%



Rank State
Average 
Private 

Establishments

Average
Nonprofi t

Establishments

Percent
Nonprofi ts

--- US Total 9,536,831 299,457 3.1%
1 District of Columbia 39,565 4,120 10.4%
2 Alaska 19,803 1,351 6.8%
3 Oregon 144,582 8,934 6.2%
4 Montana 46,568 2,761 5.9%
5 Hawaii 39,172 2,289 5.8%
6 Pennsylvania 340,718 19,393 5.7%
7 Vermont 24,034 1,357 5.6%
8 New York 623,308 33,709 5.4%
9 New Hampshire 49,348 2,579 5.2%

10 Iowa 95,401 4,914 5.2%
11 Minnesota 160,983 8,239 5.1%
12 Maine 50,873 2,568 5.0%
13 Rhode Island 36,649 1,805 4.9%
14 Connecticut 115,224 5,659 4.9%
15 West Virginia 46,332 2,199 4.7%
16 Massachusetts 245,399 10,469 4.3%
17 New Mexico 53,995 2,263 4.2%
18 Maryland 168,653 6,953 4.1%
19 South Dakota 30,860 1,257 4.1%
20 North Dakota 29,849 1,172 3.9%
21 Ohio 281,633 10,733 3.8%
22 Arkansas 85,102 3,201 3.8%
23 Washington 237,316 7,870 3.3%
24 Wyoming 24,622 814 3.3%
25 Michigan 237,389 7,712 3.2%
26 Kentucky 115,652 3,700 3.2%
27 Wisconsin 164,288 5,253 3.2%
28 Idaho 58,421 1,847 3.2%
29 Virginia 262,446 7,806 3.0%
30 New Jersey 259,703 7,706 3.0%
31 Nebraska 68,649 2,018 2.9%
32 Indiana 159,129 4,596 2.9%
33 Missouri 195,618 5,234 2.7%
34 North Carolina 265,389 6,871 2.6%
35 Kansas 83,794 2,138 2.6%
36 Oklahoma 104,615 2,623 2.5%
37 Tennessee 152,583 3,806 2.5%
38 Illinois 353,360 8,698 2.5%
39 Mississippi 69,163 1,684 2.4%
40 Colorado 195,337 4,733 2.4%
41 Louisiana 124,638 2,993 2.4%
42 California 1,479,872 34,013 2.3%
43 Alabama 118,573 2,681 2.3%
44 Georgia 265,558 5,401 2.0%
45 Delaware 31,370 628 2.0%
46 Arizona 154,868 2,822 1.8%
47 Utah 95,389 1,727 1.8%
48 Florida 667,411 11,747 1.8%
49 South Carolina 124,941 2,148 1.7%
50 Texas 660,399 11,017 1.7%
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