
Nonprofi t 501(c)3 
 Private Sector Employment

New England Rank
NE US

VT 18.8% 1 2
ME 18.0% 2 3
MA 17.7% 3 4
RI 16.5% 4 6
NH 14.8% 5 9
CT 14.6% 6 12

• Nearly 1 in 6 workers in RI are employed by a private nonprofi t organization
• RI has the sixth highest percentage of nonprofi t employment in the nation
• Vermont has the highest percentage of nonprofi t employees in New England
• Nevada has the lowest percentage of nonprofi t employees in the nation

PRIVATE EMPLOYMENT IN NONPROFITS 

Nationally, there were nearly 12.3 million jobs in nonprofi t organizations in 2016. That was 10.2 percent 
of total U.S. private sector employment. The District of Columbia had the highest percentage of nonprofi t 
employment, 26.0 percent. Vermont, Maine, Massachusetts, New York, and Rhode Island also had high 
shares of nonprofi t employment. Nevada had the lowest share of nonprofi t employment, 2.7 percent. 
Texas, Alabama and South Carolina each had less than 6.0 percent of private employment in nonprofi t 
organizations in 2016.

RI Employees Percent 16.5%
RI Employees Number 68,348

US Employees Percent 10.2%
US Employees Number 12.3 M

PRIVATE ESTABLISHMENTS IN NONPROFITS 

• In 2016, of the 36,000 total private establishments in RI, 1,700 or 4.9 percent were nonprofi t establishments
• RI has the thirteenth highest percentage of nonprofi t establishments in the nation
• Vermont has the highest percentage of nonprofi t  establishments in New England
• Nevada has the lowest percentage of nonprofi t establishments in the nation

New England Rank
NE US

VT 5.6% 1 6
NH 5.3% 2 9
ME 5.1% 3 10
RI 4.9% 4 13
CT 4.8% 5 14
MA 4.3% 6 16

RI Establishment percent 4.9%
RI Establishment Number 1,756

US Establishment  Percent 3.1%
US Establishment  Number 295,051



• In RI, 58 percent of nonprofi t employment is found in Health Care & Social Assistance services
• Educational Services is the second highest nonprofi t employment sector in the RI and the highest 

nonprofi t sector in the nation
• The remainig amount of nonprofi t employment in RI was found in fi ve industry sectors, representing 

15.0 percent of RI’s nonprofi t employment

EMPLOYMENT BY SECTOR IN NONPROFITS 

WAGES IN NONPROFITS 

RI Wages
$49,667

US Wages
$51,909

New England Rank
NE US

MA $63,710 1 2
CT $56,723 2 5
NH $53,166 3 10
VT $49,932 4 21
RI $49,667 5 22
ME $46,915 6 37

• Nationally, those employed in nonprofi t organizations earned an average wage of $51,909, RI 
average earned $49,667 

• RI ranked 5th in New England and 22nd in the nation 
• Massachusetts has the highest average wages in New England, and second highest in the nation
• Wyoming ($1,081) has the lowest average wages in the nation
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Rank State
Average 
Private 

Employment

Average
Nonprofi t

Employment

Percent
Nonprofi ts

National 120,504,622 12,292,228 10.2%
1 DC 517,154 134,591 26.0%
2 Vermont 254,999 48,014 18.8%
3 Maine 508,104 91,369 18.0%
4 New York 7,782,407 1,380,931 17.7%
5 Massachusetts 3,065,883 542,279 17.7%
6 Rhode Island 414,410 68,348 16.5%
7 North Dakota 345,688 54,238 15.7%
8 Pennsylvania 5,062,672 790,368 15.6%
9 New Hampshire 562,809 83,453 14.8%
10 Minnesota 2,438,627 360,461 14.8%
11 Montana 370,994 54,388 14.7%
12 South Dakota 347,497 50,842 14.6%
13 Connecticut 1,435,521 209,356 14.6%
14 West Virginia 546,617 76,432 14.0%
15 Alaska 250,255 33,786 13.5%
16 Maryland 2,141,805 273,355 12.8%
17 Ohio 4,606,685 564,039 12.2%
18 Oregon 1,556,370 190,124 12.2%
19 Wisconsin 2,447,832 291,393 11.9%
20 Delaware 376,028 44,707 11.9%
21 Hawaii 525,124 61,057 11.6%
22 Illinois 5,112,176 577,876 11.3%
23 Iowa 1,302,244 146,935 11.3%
24 Missouri 2,340,176 261,914 11.2%
25 Michigan 3,686,126 397,128 10.8%
26 Nebraska 807,525 86,431 10.7%
27 Indiana 2,595,568 259,774 10.0%
28 Washington 2,669,295 259,427 9.7%
29 New Jersey 3,382,178 323,806 9.6%
30 Kentucky 1,566,813 149,597 9.5%
31 Arkansas 993,989 91,175 9.2%
32 Virginia 3,095,185 277,787 9.0%
33 Kansas 1,129,173 94,916 8.4%
34 North Carolina 3,565,929 298,462 8.4%
35 New Mexico 627,472 51,152 8.2%
36 Arizona 2,294,353 186,258 8.1%
37 Louisiana 1,599,363 128,721 8.0%
38 Tennessee 2,478,737 199,487 8.0%
39 California 14,288,358 1,112,268 7.8%
40 Colorado 2,146,791 165,311 7.7%
41 Georgia 3,619,899 268,612 7.4%
42 Florida 7,262,168 521,840 7.2%
43 Idaho 572,321 40,466 7.1%
44 Oklahoma 1,252,645 84,335 6.7%
45 Utah 1,165,414 78,235 6.7%
46 Mississippi 888,986 56,883 6.4%
47 Wyoming 205,040 12,527 6.1%
48 South Carolina 1,651,309 89,729 5.4%
49 Alabama 1,555,542 82,861 5.3%
50 Texas 9,960,249 506,744 5.1%
51 Nevada 1,132,119 30,943 2.7%

Nonprofi t Private Industry by State
Total private Employment-2016  



Rank State
Average 
Private 

Establishments

Average
Nonprofi t

Establishments

Percent
Nonprofi ts

Totals U.S. 9,417,676 295,051 3.1%
1 DC 38,491 4,048 10.5%
2 Alaska 19,942 1,389 7.0%
3 Oregon 139,754 8,726 6.2%
4 Montana 43,821 2,696 6.2%
5 Hawaii 37,816 2,224 5.9%
6 Vermont 23,549 1,327 5.6%
7 Pennsylvania 339,231 19,017 5.6%
8 New York 618,176 33,216 5.4%
9 New Hampshire 48,865 2,590 5.3%
10 Iowa 94,917 4,886 5.1%
11 Minnesota 154,259 7,931 5.1%
12 Maine 49,853 2,532 5.1%
13 Rhode Island 36,153 1,756 4.9%
14 Connecticut 113,406 5,490 4.8%
15 West Virginia 46,086 2,116 4.6%
16 Massachusetts 239,501 10,187 4.3%
17 South Dakota 30,559 1,271 4.2%
18 New Mexico 54,105 2,232 4.1%
19 Maryland 167,398 6,868 4.1%
20 North Dakota 30,011 1,143 3.8%
21 Arkansas 84,197 3,192 3.8%
22 Ohio 278,659 10,552 3.8%
23 Michigan 233,547 7,640 3.3%
24 Wyoming 24,531 798 3.3%
25 Wisconsin 161,476 5,197 3.2%
26 Washington 236,970 7,616 3.2%
27 Kentucky 117,806 3,656 3.1%
28 Virginia 256,825 7,918 3.1%
29 Idaho 56,102 1,661 3.0%
30 New Jersey 257,341 7,557 2.9%
31 Nebraska 68,419 2,005 2.9%
32 Indiana 156,607 4,519 2.9%
33 Missouri 184,588 5,092 2.8%
34 North Carolina 260,996 6,917 2.7%
35 Tennessee 148,810 3,756 2.5%
36 Oklahoma 103,427 2,563 2.5%
37 Kansas 85,053 2,103 2.5%
38 Colorado 188,498 4,551 2.4%
39 Mississippi 69,261 1,653 2.4%
40 Louisiana 122,171 2,884 2.4%
41 Illinois 387,675 9,071 2.3%
42 California 1,435,364 33,050 2.3%
43 Alabama 116,033 2,654 2.3%
44 Delaware 31,122 619 2.0%
45 Arizona 149,546 2,786 1.9%
46 Georgia 289,699 5,354 1.8%
47 Utah 92,397 1,660 1.8%
48 Florida 651,939 11,511 1.8%
49 Texas 641,697 10,639 1.7%
50 South Carolina 120,849 1,994 1.6%
51 Nevada 80,186 1,279 1.6%

Nonprofi t Private Industry by State
Total Private Establishments-2016 
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